Writing Class 

Argumentative Research Essay Outline

I. Introduction

 
a. Broad introduction loosely connected to the claim. It must include a catchy lead. 

b. Becomes more specifically connected to the claim as you move closer to the end of the paragraph. 

c. End with stating your claim: Although “y” is true, “x” is better because…

II. Body Paragraph #1 proving your claim. 


a. Topic sentence


b. evidence


c. warrant/reasoning 

d. evidence


e. warrant/reasoning

f. concluding sentence (with transition to next paragraph)

III. Body Paragraph #2 proving your claim. 


a. Topic sentence


b. evidence


c. warrant/reasoning

d. evidence


e. warrant/reasoning

f. concluding sentence (with transition to next paragraph)

IV. Body Paragraph #3 proving your claim. 


a. Topic sentence


b. evidence


c. warrant/reasoning

d. evidence
            e. warrant/reasoning

f. concluding sentence (with transition to next paragraph)

V. Paragraph to acknowledge and refute opposing claims


a. Example: Some people believe that “y’ is great. They say that…(evidence)


b. However…(counterpoint.) They also believe (evidence.) Yet, (counterpoint.) 

VI. Conclusion Paragraph


a. restate claim using different words.


b. become broader as you reiterate your point. 


c. End by connecting directly back to the lead. 

